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IN THE COURT OF CLAIMS OF OHIO '

- | ' 2015APR -1 PH 2: 19
CHRISTOPHER D. BELL (#240-363)
2001 E. Central Avenue
Toledo, Ohio 43608

~ Plaintiff, '- : . | |
L et 2015-00287
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF : A
REHABILITATION AND CORRECTION '
770 West Broad Street
Columbus, Ohio 43222

Defendant.

COMPLAINT

First Cause of Action

1.)  Atall times mentioned in this First Cause .of Action, Plaintiff was an inmate
incarcerated at the Richland 'Correctional Institution under the direct control of the
- Defendant, Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction.

2.)  On or about the 12th day of May, 2014 Plaintiff held a bottom bunk and

- bottom range restriction issued byxtiie ‘fedical department but was placed in a top bunk

' assignment over his protest to correctional officers in the segregation unit. Plaintiff advised
staff, including a captain and a correctionai ofﬁcei, that he had a bottom bunk/bottom range
restriction at that time, but he was not moved to another bunk and as a result,' Plaintiff fell
from the top bunk, injuring his head, neck, knee, and back.

3.)  Plaintiff asserts on May 12,2014, Plaintlff fell from the top bunk, injuring his
back, neck, knee, and back, as a result of failing to honor the restriction after repeated notices
of the restriet'ion. |

4.)  Plaintiff, as aresult of Defendant’s negligence, received the injuries described
herein which cauSed him severe pain, emotional distress, and anxiety, and required rnedical»
care ’now and in the future. Plaintiff alleges the injuries are permanent and progressive in
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nature and that such injuries aggravéife“& “e“xisting medical conditions.

Second Cause of Action -

5;) At all times mentioned in this Second Cause of Action, Plaintiff was
transferred to and was incarcerated in the Toledo Correctional Institution, in Toledo, Ohio,
under the direct control and supervision of the Defendant Ohio Department of Rehabilitation
and Correction, and incorporates paragfaphs 1 through 4 of the First Cause of Action as if |
fully fecopied herein. |

6.)  Onluly1,2014, Plaintiffheld a bottom bunk/bottom range restriction, in effect
on that day and in spite of Plaintiff pointing this restriction out to Defendants, he was housed
on the second range.  The Defendants ignored his restriction and placed him on the second
range and Plaintiff fell trying to climb down the steps, injuring his head, neck, back, knee,
and body. Asa directand proximaté result of such negligence, Plaintiff fell as he went down
the stairs, seriously injuring his head, neck, back, knee, and body.

7.)  Plaintiff asserts as a result of Defendant’s negligence described herein; he
suffered the injuries described herein and such injuries resulted in rﬁedical care, extreme pain
and emotional distress and are permanent and progressive in nature, as well as aggravating
previous injufies, all of which will require further care and treatment, pain and emotional
distress.

" Third Cause of Action

8) Atall times mentioned in this, Plaintiff’s Third Cause of Action, and on
September 10, 2014, Plaintiff was incarcerated in the Toledo Correctional Institution, in
- Toledo, Ohio, under thei direct control and supervisioh‘ of the Defendant Ohio Departrﬁent
Qf Rehabilitation and Correction, and-incorporates paragraphs 1 through 4 of the First Cause
of Action and paragraphs 5 througﬁ 7 of the Second Cause of Action as if fully recopied

herein.
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9) . On September 10, 20“1.2_1',_>whi1e if_learcerated in the Toledo Correctional
Institution, Plaintiff held a valid bottom bunk restriction and a bottom range restriction and
~when he was placed in cell H D 4 North 4, which is a top range cell assignment, even though
he notified Defendants of his restriction, iheluding the Medical Unit who‘ assured him it
would be taken care of. In spite of this assurance, Plaintiff was not moved to a bottom range
nor-was he provided with his life saving medications, including two inhalers, Albuterol and
Qvar. Defendants brought Plaintiff out of his top range cell assignment withduf assistance,
and his knee and back gave out while trying to climb down the stairs. Plaintiff seys he fell
all the way down the stairs, injuring his head, neck, arhls, bzick, and legs, causing severe
bleeding, possible concussion, severe pain, and emotional distress, all of which required
medical care.

AIO.) Plaintiff asserts as a result of Defendant’s negligence described herein, such
injuries resulted in medical care, extreme pain and emotional distress, and are permanent and
progressive in nature, as well as aggravating previous injuries, all of whieh will require
- further care and treatment, pain and emotional distress.

" Fourth Cause of Action

11.) At all times mentioned in this, Plaintiff’s Fourth Cause of Action, and on
September 23, 2014, Plaintiff was incarcerated in _the Toledo Correctional Institution, in
Toledo, Ohio; under the direct control and supervision of the Defendant Ohjo Department
of Rehabilitation and Correction, and incorporates paragraphs 1 through 4 of the First Cause
of Action, paragraphs 5 through 7 of the Second Cause of Action, and paragraphs 8 through
10 of the Tﬁird Cause of Action, as if fully recopied herein. | |

12.) On September 23, 2014, while incarcerated in the Toledo Correctional
Instifution, Plaintiff held a valid bottom range restriction and when he was placed back in H

D 4 North 4, on September 10, 2014, even after the September 10, 2014 hospitalization, and
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-even though he notified Defendant of his restriction, including the Medieal Unit and the

: Institutional Inspector, who assured Plaintiff it would be taken. care of. In spite of their.

assurance,l’laintiff ‘was not moved to a bottom range and as a result, while trying to climb -

~ down the stairs, his knee gave way and he fell down the stairs, seriously injuring his head,

causing severe bleedlng, possible concussion, and severe pain and emotional distress, all of
which required medical care.
13.) Plaintiff, as a result of Defendant’s negligence, received-the'in'juries'described ‘ ‘

herein which caused him severe pain emotional distress, and anxiety, and required medical

- care now and in the future Pla1nt1ff alleges the i 1nJur1es are permanent and progresswe in -
’nature and that such injuries aggravated ex1st1ng medical cond1tlons

“ F lfth Cause of Action

14) At all tlmes mentloned in this, Pla1nt1ft’s Flfth Cause of Actlon and on

vSeptember 24, 2014 Plaintiff was 1ncarcerated in the Toledo Correctlonal Inst1tut1on in.

o Toledo Ohio, under the d1rect control and supervision of the Defendant Ohio Department

of Rehablhtatlon and Correctlon and 1ncorporates paragraphs 1 through 4 of the F1rst Cause

of Act1on paragraphs 5 through 7 of the Second Cause of Action, paragraphs 8 through 10

of the Thlrd Cause of Actlon and paragraphs 11 through 13 of the Fourth Cause of Actlon

as if fully recop1ed herein.
15) On September 24, 2014, Whlle 1ncarcerated in the Toledo Correctlonal

Institution, Plaintiff held a valid bottom bunk restriction and when he was placed in

- A3/North Cell 21, he was assigned to a top bunk; even though he n‘otiﬁed the Defendants of

his restriction, including the Medical Unit who assured him it would be taken care of. In
spite of this assurance, Plaintiff was not moved to a bottom bunk, and while trying to

maneuVer to and from the top bunk, his knee gave way and he fell, seﬁously injuring his

- head, causing severe bleeding, possible concussion, and severe pain and emotional distress,
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all of which reqﬁired medical care.

15.) Plaintiff alleges he will continue to require medical treatment, suffering pain, |
anxiety and emotional distress, such injuries having aggravated previous injuries, all of
which are permanent and progressive in nature. |

- WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Christopher Bell demands judgment against Defendant
Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, for thé First Cause of Action, a sum in
excess of $25,000.00, an amount he will provide, pursuant to Rule 8, upon demand.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Christopher Bell demands judgm‘ent against Defendant

- Ohio Departfnent of Rehabilitation and Correction, for the Second Cause of Action, a sum |
in excess of $25,000.00, an amount he will provide, pursuant to Rule 8, upon demand.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Christopher Bell deménds judgment against Defendaﬁt

~ Ohio Department of Rehébilifation and Correction, for the Third Cause 0f Action, asumin
excess of $25,000.00, an amount he will provide, pursuant to Rule 8, upon demand.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Christopher Bell demands judgment against Defendant
Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and C-orrection, for the Fourth Cause of Action, a sum
in excess of $25,000.00, an amount he wiil provide, pursuant to Rille_ 8; upon d¢mand.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Christopher Bell demands. judgment_ against Defendant
Ohio Department\of Rehabilitation and Correction, for the Fifth Cause of Action, a sum in

- excess of $25,000.00, an amount he will provide, pursuant to Rule 8, upon demand.

By? RICHARD F. SWOPE (#0000605)
Swope and Swope - Attorneys at Law
6480 East Main Street, Suite 102
Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068

Telephone: (614) 866-1492

Telefax: (614) 864-5553

Attorneys for Plaintiff
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March 31, 2015

Court of Claims of Ohio

Attn: Clerk of Courts

65 South Front Street, Third Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Re:  Christopher D. Bell v. Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction

Dear Sir or Madam:

Please find enclosed an original and two copies of'a Complaint we wish to file with
the Court. '

We would appreciate your filing the same and returning a file-stamped copy in the

$25.00 for the costs in this regard. Thank very much you for your cooperation

“enclosed self-addressed envelope. You will also find enclosed a check in the }rﬁjt of

RFS/sr
Enclosures
cc: client

Very truly yours

Richard F. Swoze



