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DEFENDANT-THIRD-PARTY PLAINTIFF'S MEMORANDUM CONTRA 
PLAINTIFFS' MOTION TO LIMIT EXPERT TESTIMONY 

Defendant-Third-Party Plaintiff, The Ohio State University Medical Center ("OSUMC'), 

respectfully submits that plaintiffs' motion to limit the number of defendant's expert witnesses is not 

well taken and should be overruled. First, OSUMC recently communicated to plaintiffs that it was 

withdrawing one of its three identified nursing experts. Second, plaintiffs have yet to even depose 

these experts and are only speculating that the opinions of the two remaining nursing experts will be 

identical. Third, while plaintiffs phrase their pleading as a motion for protective order, it is 

essentially a motion in limine. However, a motion in limine is generally ma~e to prevent prejudicial 

evidence from reaching the ears of a jwy and because this case will be tried before the court rather 

than a jwy, the court can determine during the course of trial, whether the testimony is cumulative 

or not. 



OSUMCrecently withdrew one of its nursing experts. 

Initially, OSUMC identified three nursing experts, David Woodruff, RN., John Askins, 

RN., and Jenny Beerman, RN.. However, during recent communications between counsel for 

plaintiffs and OSUMC, OSUMC agreed to withdraw Jenny Beerman, RN., as one of its nursing 

experts. Therefore, now OSUMC is only presenting two nursing experts: David Woodruff, RN., 

and John Askins, RN. (See Exlubit A; Emails between Daniel Forsythe and Michael Rourke, dated 

October 7, 2014). This not only shows good faith on the part of OSUMC, but it substantially 

weakens, and should make moot, plaintiffs' motion to limit expert testimony. 

It is rather common to present two expert witnesses in the same specialty for a medical 

malpractice claim, especially during the discovery phase. Plaintiffs allege that Nurse Paul Gullett's 

professional negligence caused the death of Daniel Sheffield. This allegation carries with it not only 

the potential financial liability of the defendant, who is liable for Nurse Gullett's performance, but 

also the potential to tar the reputation of Nurse Gullett. In response to these serious allegations, 

OSUMC has elected to defend itself, and Nurse Gullett, by hiring well-credentialed experts. 

OSUMC intends to prove that the widely recognized standards of nursing care were met by Nurse 

Gullett. To make that case, OSUMC now offers two nursing experts, one from a more clinical 

perspective and one from a more academic perspective. Their combined testimony will show that 

Nurse Gullett's handling of this case was well within the boundaries of nursing standards of care. 

The stakes of the case demand nothing less. 

OSUMC's two nursing experts will provide opinions which complement each other, 
based on their own unique experiences. 

John Askins, RN., has over thirty-five years of experience as a nurse, including working in 

critical care, emergency, and medical surgical floors. (See Exhibit B: John Askins - CV). Nurse 
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Askins will opine that Nurse Gullett acted within the nursing standard of care, in part, based on his 

own clinical experience. (See Exhibit C: John Askins, Report, dated July 10, 2014). David 

Woodruff, RN., has over twenty-five years of experience as a nurse, but also has over twenty years 

of experience of teaching nursing, including as a professor and dean of nursing. (See Exhibit D: 

David Woodruff- CV). Dean Woodruff will opine that Nurse Gullett acted within the nursing 

standard of care, in part, based on his academic experience. (See Exhibit E: David Woodruff, 

Report, dated July 15, 20 14). 

While their separate opinions touch on a variety of issues, one thing that Nurse Askins and 

Nurse Woodruff have in common is their conclusion that Nurse Paul Gullett met the standard of 

nursing care. Plaintiff seeks to limit the defendant in presenting a defense to the charge of wrongful 

death because hearing from two experts who reach the same conclusion is cumulative and repetitive. 

However, plaintiffs have yet to even take the discovery depositions of these experts, so plaintiffs 

cannot actually know the extent of these opinions. In addition, OSUMC should not be prevented 

from presenting a strenuous defense, on its behalf and on behalf of Nurse Gullett, in the name of 

convenience. Therefore, defendant urges that plaintiffs' motion be denied. 

Plaintiffs are essentially seeking a motion in limine and it should be denied. 

This Court recently denied a similar motion in limine to exclude expert testimony when a 

party had identified two nursing experts. (See Exhibit F: ]am:s Tobin, A dmr. u Uni:rersity Haspital East, 

Case No. 2012-08494, Entry, dated October 1, 2014). In that case, plaintiff attempted to exclude 

one of the two nursing experts from testifying at trial (after both had been deposed by plaintiff 

during the discovery phase). This Court denied the motion, noting that without a jury at trial, the 

court itself can make determinations regarding the exclusion of the testimony during the course of 

trial. In this case, this Court can do the same thing by denying plaintiffs' motion and then make 
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determinations regarding cumulativeness of testimony at trial. 

A motion in lirrine "is a precautionary request, directed to the inherent discretion of the trial 

judge, to limit the examination of witnesses by opposing counsel in a specified area until its 

admissibility is determined by the court." State 'l1 Grubb, 28 Ohio St.3d 199, 201, 503 N.E.2d 142 

(1986)(quoting State 'l1 Spahr, 47 Ohio App.2d 221, 224, 353 N.E.2d 624 (1976)). "The pmpose of a 

motion in lirrine is to avoid injection into trial matters which are irrelevant, inadmissible, and 

prejudicial." State 'l1 Maurer, 15 Ohio St. 3d 239, 259,473 N.E.2d 768, 787 (1984). 

A motion in lirrine is "a tentative or presumptive evidence ruling which states the court's 

anticipated treatment of an evidentiary issue ... It cannot be a definitive ruling on an evidence 

question until the full context and foundation for the issue has been developed." State u W7ite 

(Cuyahoga County, 1982), 6 Ohio App. 3d 1, 4.; State EX reL DeWzne 'l1 Fred's Party Ctr., Seventh App. 

Dist. No. 13BE-29, 2014-0hio-699, 13 N.E.3ro 2358,, 44; Th;5senKruppE!eu:ttorCarp. u Constmaion 

Plus, Inc., 10th App. Dist. No. 09AP-788, 2010-0hio-1649,, 35. A motion in limine requires a court 

to engage in a two-step procedure. "First, a consideration of the motion in limine as to whether any 

reference to the area in question should be precluded until admissibility can be ascertained during 

trial. Second, at the time when the party desires to introduce the evidence which is the subject of 

the motion in limine, there must be a second hearing or determination by the trial court as to the 

admissibility of the evidence which is then determined by the circumstances and evidence adduced 

in the trial and the issues raised by the evidence." Ri'lEYSide Methcxlist H~p. 'l1 Guthrie (Franklin 

County 1982), 3 Ohio App. 3d 308, 310; see also, Krotineu Neer, 10th Dist. App. No. 02AP-121, 2002-

0hio-7019, , 10 ("since a motion in limine seeks only a preliminary ruling, the proponent of the 

evidence must actually move the court at trial to admit the evidence, whereas the party opposing the 

4 



evidence must present to the court at that time an objection in order to properly preserve the 

question for appeal"). 

Generally, a motion in limine is made to exclude potentially prejudicial evidence before the 

trial so that irrelevant and prejudicial evidence is not heard by the jmy. Rinehart u Tdech Blade 

(Hancock County 1985), 21 Ohio App. 3d 274, 278. In this case, the Court, rather than a jmy, is the 

finder of fact. Once the Court has heard the testimony of plaintiff's experts, and has heard the 

testimony of the defendant's two nursing experts, it can determine whether or not the evidence is 

duplicative or cumulative and make a ruling at that time. 

Conclusion 

Plaintiffs' motion lacks merit and should be denied. Denying the motion at this time will not 

prevent plaintiffs from making a motion to exclude the testimony at time of trial, and at that time 

the Court can make an informed and final ruling. Plaintiff will not be prejudiced by a denial of the 

motion as the same objections can be raised at trial. Therefore, OSUMC respectfully urges this 

Court to overrule the plaintiffs' motion to limit expert testimony. 

Respectfully submitted, 

:MIGIAEL DE WINE 
Ohio Attorney General 

J>~Jf~ 
KARL W. SGIEDLER (00242 
DANIEL R FORSYTIIE (0081391) 
Assistant Attorneys General 
Court of Oaims Defense 
150 E. Gay Street, 18th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
(614) 466-7447 
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11-IEODORE P. MATTIS (0055229) 
Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease LLP 
52 East Gay Street, Post Office Box 1008 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
(614) 464-6468 
S pecid Counsel for CJJio A ttnmey General 

COUNSEL FOR DEFENDANT 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing was sent by email, this 8th day of October, 

2014, to: 

Michael J. Rourke (mrourke@ randbllp.com) 
Robert P. Miller (nnillei@randbllp.com) 
Counsel for Plaintiff 

Thomas D. Hunter (thuntei@tdhunterlaw.com) 
Counsel for Third-Party Defendant 
Medical Staffing Options, Inc. 

Quintin Lindsmith ( qlindsmith@ bricker.com) 
Michael K. Gire (mgire@bricker.com) 
Counsel far Third-Party Defendant 
CJJio Healthcare Purrhasing, Inc. 

~,.(~ 
DANIEL R FORSYiHE 
Assistant Attorney General 
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From: Mike Rourke [mailto:mrourke@RandBLLP.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2014 12:06 PM 
To: Daniel R. Forsythe; Rob Miller 
Cc: Mattis, Theodore P.; Karl W. Schedler 
Subject: RE: Sheffield- Nursing experts 

Dan, 
Thanks for the e-mail. As I advised Ted this morning, we will continue to pursue our motion and ask the 

Court to limit the defense to one nursing expert. 

Michael J. Rourke 
Rourke and Blumenthal LLP 
495 South High Street 
Suite 450 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Office: 614-220-9200 
Fax: 614-220-7900 
Email: mrourke@randbllp.com 
www.randbllp.com 

AREAS OF PRACTICE: Rourke & Blumenthal, LLP is a full-service personal injury law firm handling a wide variety of claims. Our lawyers specialize 
and have extensive experience in the areas of: tractor trailer and commercial vehicle litigation; wrongful death; serious auto accidents; product 
liability; medical malpractice; bus accidents; brain/head injuries; spinal cord injuries; burn injuries; nursing home abuse; negligent security; 
professional malpractice; and many other types of personal injury cases. 
CONFIDENTIALITY: This email (including attachments) is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510-2521 and may 
contain confidential information intended only for the person(s) to whom it is addressed. Any use, distribution, copying or disclosure by any other 
person is strictly prohibited. If you receive this transmission in error, please· notify Rourke & Blumenthal at the telephone number and/or email 
address above, and delete the email immediately. 

From: Daniel R. Forsythe [mailto:daniel.forsythe@ohioattorneygeneral.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2014 11:56 AM 
To: Mike Rourke; Rob Miller 
Cc: Mattis, Theodore P.; Karl W. Schedler 
Subject: Sheffield- Nursing experts 

Mike&Rob, 

Just to follow up on an earlier conversation between Mr. Rourke and Mr. Mattis, in light of your motion to limit the 
number of our nursing experts, we will voluntarily withdraw Jenny Beerman, RN. I was hoping we could then file a 
joint notice of withdrawing her as a witness, as well as you withdrawing your motion. Nonetheless, it is my 
understanding you have no intention of withdrawing your motion. Therefore, we will file a response to your 
motion. If you have a change of mind, please inform me at your earliest convenience. 

Many thanks, 
Dan 

Daniel R Forsythe 
Senior Assistant Attorney General- Court of daims Defense Section 
Office of Ohio Attorney General Mike De Wme 
Office number: 614-466-7447 
Fax number: 866-422-9165 
Direct number: 614-466-8420 
Daniel.Forsythe@ OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov 

Confidentiality Notice: This message is intended for use only by the individual or entity to whom or which it is addressed 
and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and/ or otherwise exempt from disclosure under applicable 
law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delive~·jliaillllllll!l!l~~~~~ 
message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of DEFENDANT'S 
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify me imm ~ EXHIBIT 
telephone. } " 
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John Askins RN, BSN 
7604 Catskill Avenue 
Amarillo, Texas 79121 
806-467-8474 (H) 
806-570-2215 
e-mail: jaskins1952@g.mail.com 

EXPERIENCE: 

2012 - Present 

1996 - Present 
2012-

Pampa Regional Medical Center, Pampa, Texas: Charge Nurse/Staff Nurse 
ICU/ER/Medical Surgical 
Nurse Core, Amarillo, Texas: Agency Nurse with assignments in area facilities 

2012 
2011- 2012 

Kirkland Court Nursing and Rehab, Amarillo, Texas: Director of Nurses 
Georgia Manor Nursing and Rehab, Amarillo, Texas: Director of Nurses 
Wellington Care Center, Wellington, Texas: Director of Nurses 

2010- 2011 

2008- 2009 
2004- 2008 
2002- 2004 

2001- 2004 

2001 -2002 
1999 - 2001 

1997- 1999 
1991 - 2000 

1995 - 1999 

1994- 1995 
1993 - 1994 

1990 - 1993 

1982- 1990 
1978 - 1982 

EDUCATION: 

1978 

(Both Facilities with Creative Solutions in Healthcare, Inc.) 
Dallam Harley Counties Hospital District, Dalhart, Texas: Nursing Home 
Coordinator Nursing Home 
Hereford Nursing and Rehab, Hereford, Texas: Director of Nurses 
Vista Care Hospice, Lubbock, Texas: Patient Care Manager 
Hereford Regional Medical Center, Hereford, Texas: Relief House Supervisor, 
Float Charge Nurse ICU/ER/Medical Surgical 
Medical Staffing Network, Amarillo, Texas: Agency Nurse with assignments in 
area facilities 
Nurses' By Prescription, Inc., Amarillo, Texas: Administrator 
Vista Care Family Hospice, Inc., Plainview, Texas: Case Manager/ Patient Care 
Manager 
Northwest Texas Hospital, Inc., Amarillo, Texas: Charge/Staff Nurse PICU 
Nurses' By Prescription, Inc., Amarillo, Texas: Agency Nurse with 
assignments in area facilities 
Infusion Management Systems, Inc., Amarillo, Texas: Interim IV Director, IV 
Clinical Supervisor 
Coon Memorial Hospital, Dalhart, Texas: Director of Nurses, XIT Prison 
Texas Tech Health Sciences Center, Amarillo, Texas: Charge Nurse, Bill 
Clements Prison 
VAMC, Amarillo, Texas: Charge/Staff Nurse, ICU/Air Ambulance/Acting Head 
Nurse. Neurology/Oncology 
Taylor Surgical Supply and Home Health Care Inc., Amarillo, Texas: Owner 
St. Anthony's Hospital, Amarillo, Texas; Staff Nurse SICU/MICU/CCU/OR 

West Texas State University, Canyon, Tx: Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

MILITARY SERVICE: 

1972- 1975 U.S. Army 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: 

Certifications: 

Associations: 

Basic Life Support, Advanced Cardiac Life Support, Advance Burn Life 
Support, Emergency Nursing Pediatric Course, Trauma Nursing Core Course, 
PICC Line Placement, Legal Nurse Consultant 
National Alliance of Certified Legal Nurse Consultants, American Burn 
Association, ENA 

DEFENDANT'S 
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John Askins 
7604 Catskill Avenue 
Amarillo, Texas 79121 

Daniel Forsythe, Esq. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Court ofClaims Defense Section 
150 East Gay Street; 18th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Juiy 10, 2014 

Re: Yong Hui Sheffield, ET AL. -v- The Ohio State University Medial Center 
Case No 2013-00013 

Dear Mr. Forsythe, 

As requested I have reviewed the records sent to me of Mr. Sheffield. He. was aqmitted to Wex_ner 
Mgdi.cal Center of Ohio State University on 6/13/2012. Mr. Sheffield presented to th~ ERwith 
complaint of elevated temperature; 103 degrees, became hypotensive with sepsis and hypoxic with 
respiratory failure. He was found to be neutropenic. In addition he suffered from CMV.Viremia, 
Norcardia pneumonia, renal insufficiency and atrial fibrillation. 

Pa~ medical history includes Non"Hodgkin's lymphoma, pneumonia, acute renal failure, anemia, DVT 
in lower extremity, carcinoma of prostate, depressive disorder, <!,nd epileptic seizure. 

Mr. Sheffield had a central venous catheter placed in order to provide medication; fluids and care. On 
7/5/2012 this catheter was removed. Mr. Sheffield experienced what is descri~ed :as a seizure some 
40 to 50 minutes after the removal of this catheter. Imagingstl,ldies,labor:atory studies and 
hyperbaric treatment were done. Mr. Sheffield expired on 9/24/2012 from sepsis. 

Allergies include chlothexidine,.penicillins, vancomycin and sulfa drugs. 

As reqU.ested I have focused my review on. the standards of care il1yOIVit:lg the left internal jugular 
catheter removal. This catheter was removed on 7/5/2012. Mr. Sheffield was instructed on the 
procedure for thereJ:Ilpval of th~ catheter, placed flat and requested to hum. Pressure was held on 
the removal site for approximately 15 minutes and gauze dressing was apPlied to the site. He 
remained in bed for at least 30 J:Ilinutes per the time line of the records.· He tolerated the removal of 
the catheter well and was talking with his family arid eating with the assistance of his wife following 
the removal. 

The procedure followed was within the standards.of care for removal of a central line. Mr. Sheffield 
understood the procedure due to prior .education by his nurse. He was placed in a flat position as 
tolerated by him and according to standards. There is a question about a pillow being under his head 
during the catheter removal. The position of the catheter site would not have been altered 
significantly and still Ieave"access for removal of the catheter, ifin fact there were a pillow there. He 
was requested to humwhic.h required him to exhale, which results in avalsalva re~ponse. Studies 
have shown this to be effective in reducing the possibility of an air embolism. This procedure is 
accepted and has been shown to be as effective as a valsalva maneuver. Pressure was held on the site 
for approximately 15 minutes with gauze. This is acceptable as well <md prp.cticed in facilities. A 
gauze dressing was applied with tape, which is also an acceptable practice. 

.... DEFENDANT'S z 
~ EXHIBIT 
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It is niy opinion that nurse Gullett followed acceptable standards ofpractice in the removal of a 
centralline. Nurse Gullett's action~ were that of a prudent nurse and his care was within acceptable 
standards. This opinion is stated with a: reasonable degree ofnursing certainty and is based on 
review of the records sent to .me as well as my education, training and experience over the past 36 
years as a registered nurse. · · 
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RECORDS REVIEWED 

1. ·Medical Records Wexner Medical Center of Ohio State University, 6/13/2012 to B/16/201?. 
2. Discharge Summary by Dareth N. Gilrnore,CNP and and Sumjthira Vasu M~D., MBBS. 
3. Expert Report, PanGzesh M.D.m 9/15/2013 ant;l6/12/Z013. 
4. Expert Report, Carolynn Cassutt RN, CRNI, CLNC, VA-BC, 6/15/2013. 
5. Deposition, Paul Gullett RN,Volume 2, 6/10/2014 
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Curriculum Vita of 
David W. Woodruff, MSN, RN-BC, CNS, CNE 

6700 Euclid Avenue, Suite 201 
Cleveland, Ohio 44103 

Associate Professor of Nursing: 

Licensure: 

Certification: 

EDUCATIONAL PREPARATION: 

Institution 
Capella University 

University of Pittsburgh 

Kent State University 

Kent State University 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 

Position 
Dean of Academic Affairs I 
Associate Professor ofNursing 

Assistant Professor ofNursing 

Instructor 

Unit Manager/Supervisor 

(216) 361-6040 

Critical Care, Emergency 
Medical Surgical 

State of Ohio Registered Nurse 
State of Ohio Certificate of Authority: 
Clinical Nurse Specialist: Adult Health Nursing 
State of Michigan Registered Nurse 

Board Certified in Nursing Professional Development 
Certified Nurse Educator 
Critical Care Registered Nurse -Alumnus 
Certified Emergency Nurse 
Certified Medical Surgical Registered Nurse 

Degree 
PhD in Nursing Education 

Post-master's study 

Master of Science, Nursing 

Bachelor of Science, Nursing 

Institution 
Chamberlain College ofNursing 
Cleveland, OH 

Kent State University 
Kent, OH 

Date 
8/09-present 

1/96-1/98 

8/90-5/93 

8/83-5/87 

Date 
12112-present 

1110-8/11 

Lorain County Community College 8/09-5/12 
Elyria, OH 

Cuyahoga Falls General Hospital 
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 

5/99-5/00 

~ DEFENDANT'S 
1 E~IT 
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President 

Instructor 

Instructor 

CLINICAL EXPERIENCE: 

Position 
Clinical Nurse 
ICU, CCU, Stepdown 

Clinical Nurse 
CCU, MICU, NICU 

Clinical Nurse 
Progressive ICU 

Clinical Nurse II, Charge Nurse 
Emergency/Trauma 

Clinical Nurse 
Emergency 

Clinical Nurse 
ccu 

PUBLICATIONS: 

Ed4Nurses, Inc. & 
Unified Nursing Concepts 
Macedonia, OH 

The University of Akron 
Akron, OH 

Lakeland Community College 
Mentor, OH 

Institution 
Favorite Nurses 
Cleveland, OH 

Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
Cleveland, OH 

Akron General Medical Center 
Akron, OH 

MetroHealth Hospital 
Cleveland, OH 

Meridia Hillcrest Hospital 
Mayfield Heights, OH 

University Hospitals of Cleveland 
Cleveland, OH 

8/93-11/12 

8/93-5/98 

1/92-5/98 

Date 
6/98-5/00 

5/00-8/01 
597-6/98 
1/92-5/94 

9/96-5/97 

5/89-1192 

2/88-5/89 

5/87-2/88 

Woodruff, D. (2014). Cardiovascular care plans. In Doenges, M.E., Moorhouse, M.F. & Murr, 
A.C. (Eds.), Nursing care plans: Guidelines for individualizing client care across the life span, 
9th ed. (pp. 33-109). Philadelphia: F.A. Davis. 

Webb, A., Woodruff, D. & Zaworski, D. (2013). Weaving case management into a 
baccalaureate nursing curriculum. Care Management, 19( 5), 11-13. 

Woodruff, D.W. (2012). The necessity oflifelong learning. MedSurg Matters, 21(3-4), 12-13. 

Woodruff, D.W. (2012). 101 tips to improve your nursing care, 2nd ed. Eau Claire, WI: PESI 
Healthcare. 
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PUBLICATIONS (con't): 

Woodruff, D.W. (2007). Keep that competence coming. Men in Nursing, 2(2): 22-24. 

Woodruff, D. W. (2007). Saving lives with a rapid response team. LPN. 3(3):23-27. 

Woodruff, D.W. (2007). Six steps to ABG analysis. Nursing Critical Care. 2(2):48-52. 

Woodruff, D.W. (2006). HIT: Now you see 'em, now you don't. Nursing Made Incredibly 
Easy!, 4(1):53-55. 

Woodruff; D. W. (2006). Take these 6 easy steps to ABG analysis. Nursing Made Incredibly 
Easy!, 4(1): 4-7. 

BOOK EDITOR: 

Woodruff, D. (Ed.) (2015, in press). Critical Care Nursing Made Incredibly Easy, 4th Ed. 
Lippincott, Philadelphia. 

BOOK REVIEWS: 

Academy of Medical Surgical Nurses (2014, in press). Core curriculum for medical-surgical 
nursing, 5th ed. AMSN: Pitman, NJ. 

Springhouse (2003). Nurses' 3-minute clinical reference. Springhouse: Springhouse, PA. 

The Handbook of Medical-Surgical Nursing (2000). Springhouse: Springhouse, PA. 

PRESENTATIONS Oast 5 years): 

Geriatric Emergencies 
Strategies for Excellence in Stroke Care 
The Immune System in Detail 

Nursing Emergencies 
Expert Assessment 
Mend the Broken Heart 
Critical Care Emergencies 
Critical Care: Nuts & Bolts 
Managing the Critical Care Patient on the Med-Surg Floor 
Critical Care Skills Every Nurse Should Know 
Med-Surg Nuts & Bolts 
Critical Care Certification Review (CCRN) 
Med-Surg Certification Exam Review (RN-BC, CMSRN) 
Progressive Care Certification Review (PCCN) 
Certified Emergency Nurse Exam Review (CEN) 
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PAPER PRESENTATIONS: 

"Nurses roles in Screening Chest X-rays for Endotracheal Tube and Nasogastric Tube 
Placement." April18, 1997. Sigma Theta Tau Research Symposia, Eastern Kentucky 
University, Richmond, KY. 

POSTER PRESENTATIONS: 

"Using the Flipped Classroom to Improve Student Outcomes." May 21, 2014. Faculty Summit, 
Chamberlain College ofNursing. 

"Nurses roles in Screening Chest X-rays for Endotracheal Tube and Nasogastric Tube 
Placement." April11, 1997. Sigma Theta Tau Research Symposia, The University of 
Akron. 

"The Process ofNurses Screening Chest X-rays for Endotracheal Tube and Nasogastric Tube 
Placement" April12, 1996. Sigma Theta Tau Research Symposia, The University of 
Akron. 

"Informatics Education Needs of Graduate Nursing Students." March 27, 1996. Rutgers 
' College ofNew Jersey, Newark, New Jersey. 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES: 

Honors: 
Member of Sigma Theta Tau- Delta Xi Chapter 
Nominated for Clinical Excellence in Nursing Award - MetroHealth Hospital, 1991. 
Grant reviewer-- Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) 

Professional Organizations: 
Member- American Association of Critical Care Nurses (AACN) (1990-present) 

-- CEU Review Panel (AACN) {2001-present) 
Member- Society of Critical Care Medicine (1995-present) 
Member- Association for Nursing Professional Development (2005-present) 
Editorial Review Board- Nursing Made Incredibly Easy (2006-2008) 
Member- Emergency Nurses Association (2008- present) 
Reviewer ISMP Nurse Advise-ERR- Inst. for Safe Medical Practice (2009-present) 
Member- National League for Nursing (2011-present) 
Member- Ohio League for Nursing (2011-present) 
Member- Academy of Medical Surgical Nurses (2011-present) 
Member- Association for the Study of Higher Education (2013-present) 
Member- American College ofHealthcare Executives (2013-present) 
Member- Association for the Study of Higher Education (2014-present) 
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College and University Activities: 

The Faculty Excellence Advisory Group, Chamberlain College ofNursing (2014-present) 
Faculty Committee, Chair, Chamberlain College ofNursing (2012-present) 
District Faculty Advisory Council, Kent State University (2010-2011) 
Curriculum Committee: Practicum Subcommittee, KSU, (2010-2011) 

WORKSHOPS I SEMINARS ATTENDED (PAST 5 YEARS): 

Workshops Contact hours: 

Faculty Summit 6.5 
May 21-22,2014 

QSEN in Your Curriculum 1.25 
January 14, 2014 

Heart Failure: Is There a Breath Test? 0.55 
March 26, 2013 

Elevate Outcomes with HESI 14.25 
March 15-16, 2013 

Elsevier Faculty Development Conference 16.25 
January 3-5, 2013 

Conflict of Interest Resolution 1.25 
March 27, 2012 

Pain Management 25 
August 26, 2011 

Geriatric Assessment 12 
August 22, 2011 

Cardiovascular Pharmacology 11 
August 19, 2011 

Dimensions in Cardiac Care 13.8 
April11 & 12, 2011 

Elsevier Faculty Development and 4.5 
Training Event 
April30,2010 
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Sponsor: 

Chamberlain College 
Chicago, II 

Nurse Tim 
Waconia, MN 

MedPage Today 
Little Falls, NJ 

Contemporary Forums 
Philadelphia, P A 

Contemporary Forums 
Las Vegas, NV · 

American Nurses Assn. 
Sliver Spring, MD 

Western Schools 
Easton, MA 

Western Schools 
Easton, MA 

Western Schools 
Easton, MA 

Cleveland Clinic 
Cleveland, OH 

Lorain County Comm. CoiL 
Lorain, OH 



RESEARCH: 

Woodruff, D.W. (in progress). The.relationships between the knowledge and skills of trained 
preceptors and academic success of student nurses in their final clinical experiences. Capella 
University, Minneapolis, MN. 

Woodruff, D (2013). Using the flipped classroom to improve student outcomes. Chamberlain 
College ofNursing, Cleveland, OH. 

Woodruff, D. W. (2002). Obstacles to providing nursing care. Ed4Nurses, Inc. 

Woodruff, D.W., Schirm, V. & Collier, J.C. (1996). Informatics education needs of graduate 
nursing students. The University of Akron, Akron, OH. 

Woodruff, D.W. (1996). Nurses roles in screening chest X-rays for endotracheal and 
nasogastric tube placement. Sigma Theta Tau, Delta Xi Chapter, $750. 
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July 15, 2014 

Mr. Daniel Forsythe 

David W. Woodruft MSNJ RN-BCJ CNSJ CNE 
571 Ledge Road 

Macedonia, OH 44056 
(330) 888-9446 

Court of Claims Defense Section 
150 East Gay Street, Floor 18 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Re: Sheffield, et al. vs. The Ohio State University Medical Center 

Dear Mr. Forsythe, 
The following is a report of my opinions in regard to the appropriateness of 

the nursing care that Daniel Sheffield received by the staff from Ohio State 
University Medical Center on July 5, 2012. The items that I reviewed in order to 
reach my opinions were: the medical records of the Ohio State University Medical 
Center from June 13, 2012 to September 25, 2012, the plaintiffs complaint, and 
deposition transcript of Paul Gullet, RN, and the OSUMC Patient Standards of 
Practice. 

As a result of my review, I found that the nursing care that Daniel Sheffield 
received met the standard of care required of a reasonable and prudent nurse. The 
nurses caring for Mr. Sheffield assessed him, planned appropriate interventions for 
him, implemented those interventions, and evaluated the effectiveness of the 
interventions. 

Mr. Sheffield was admitted to The Ohio State University Medical Center on 
June 13, 2012 with sepsis. On July 5, 2012, Paul Gullet, RN removed a central venous 
catheter from Mr. Sheffield's Internal jugular vein using accepted and standard 
nursing practice. Thereafter, Mr. Sheffield developed respiratory distress, and later, 
altered mental status. There is no evidence from my review that the removal of the 
catheter resulted in Mr. Sheffield's subsequent symptoms or caused injury to Mr. 
Sheffield. The central catheter was removed following the accepted standard of care. 

Therefore, it is my opinion, to a reasonable degree of nursing certainty, that 
the nurses at The Ohio State University Medical Center followed the appropriate 
standard of care in their treatment of Mr. Sheffield. I reserve the right to amend my 
opinions if additional information becomes available. 

Respectfully, 

David W. Woodruff, MSN, RN-BC, CNS, CNE ;;; DEFENDANT'S 
E~BIT 



,------------ --------------- -- ---

JAMES TOBIN, Admr. 

Plaintiff 

v. 

UNIVERSITY HOS.PITAL EAST 

Defendant 

Court of Claims of Ohio 
The Ohio Judicial Center 

65 South Front Street, Third Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

614.387.9800 or 1.800.824.8263 
~ ... ,· . · Www.cco.state.ah.us 

__,__----· ....... ·· 

Case No. 2012-08494 

Judge John P. Bessey 

ENTRY 

On September 29, 2014, the court conducted a pretrial conference with the parties. 

As a result of the conference, the court was informed that settlement negotiations have 

ended and that the parties are prepared for trial as scheduled for October 14-17, 2014. 

Plaintiff also indicated that it may present witnesses via video conference. 

On another matter, plaintiff filed a motion in limine on September 12, 2014, to 

exclude defendant's duplicative testimony. Pursuant to a stipulation approved by the court 

on September 16, 2014, defendant filed a response to plaintiff's motion on September 26, 

2014. 

Plaintiff argues in its motion that defendant's nursing experts Mary Jane Smith 

(Smith) and Jenny Beerman (Beerman) will present the same testimony and that the 

_presentation of both of them will result in the needless presentation of cumulative evidence 

under Ohio Evid. R. 403(B). In response, defendant asserts that the combined testimony 

of Smith and Beerman is needed to show that nurse Wendy Morton (Morton) met the 

nursing ptandard of care. Defendant further argues that a motion in -limine is generally 

made to prevent prejudicial evidence from reaching the ears of a jury and because this 

case will be_tried before the court rather than a jury, the court can determine during the 

;;; DEFENDANT'S 
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course of Smith and Beerman's testimony whether or not it is duplicative. Upon review, 

plaintiff's motion in limine is hereby DENIED; The court shall __ make any determinations 

regarding the exclusion of the testimony of Smith or Beerman during the course of trial. 

cc: 

Daniel R. Forsythe 
Karl W. Schedler 
Assistant Attorneys General 
150 East Gay .Street, 18th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3130 

Paul K. Reese 
707 Virginia Street, East 
Chase Tower- Eighth Floor 
Charleston, West Virginia 25326 

007 

JOHN P. BESSEY 
Judge 

James C. Carpenter 
Lindsay M. Bouffard 
Huntington Center 
41 South High Street, Suite 2200 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 


