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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO 

OVIL DIVISION 

GRAND VALLEY LOCAL SffiOOL 
DISTRICT BOARD OF 
EDUCATION, et aL 

Plaintiffs, 
v. 

BUEHRER GROUP 
~1\RG-ITTECTIJRE & 
ENGINEERING, INC., et aL 

Defendants. 

) CASE NO. 2014 CV 00161 
) 
) . JUDGE GARY YOST 
) 

T.~!-~! PtJ1TEK 
CLEPY1 OF COURTS 

rQMf10N PLEAS COURT 
v i\SHTABULA CO. OH 

) 
) 
) 
) 

STIPULATED MOTION FOR 
EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE 
ANSWER TO COMPLAINT 

\ 
I 

) 
) 
) 

Defendant, Buehrer Group Architecture & Engineering, Inc. ("Buehrer"), by and through 

undersigned counsel, and pursuant to Ashtabula County Local Gvil Rule 4(A), hereby requests an 

additional thirty (30) days leave to move or plead to Plaintiffs' Complaint up to and including, May 

12,2014. Plaintiffs' counsel and counsel for Co-Defendant Jack Gibson Construction, Co., the only 

parties who have appearances of counsel, have stipulated to this extension. A proposed Order is 

attached for this Court's convenience. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Is/ David Beals (per email consent) 
James E. Rook (0061671) 
David A Beals (0038495) 
Assistant Attorneys General 
Court of Claims Defense 
150 East Gay Street, 18th Floor 
Columbus, OH43215 
614.466.7447 
F: 614.644.9185 
Tames .rook@ o hioattomeygeneral.gov 
David. beals@ ohioattomeygeneral.gov 

Counsel for Plaintiffs 

. LEE 81675) 
J WINTER (0076191) 
RI.Al'.f i.'9N A ZIEGLER (0090807) 
REl\IIINGER CO., L.P .A 
101 W. Prospect Avenue, Suite 1400 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 
216.687.1311 
F: 216.687.1841 
blee@ reminger.com 
jwinter@ reminger.com 
rziegler@ reminger.com 

Counsel for Defendant Buehrr?r Group A rchitecture & 
E rr§neering Inc 
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Is/ Ioseph Gerling (per telephone consent) 
Joseph A Gerling (0022054) 
Lane, Alton & Horst 
Two Miranova Place 
Suite 500 
CDlumbus, Ohio 43215-7032 
614.228.6885 
F: 614.228.1046 
jgerling@ lanealton.com 
Counsel for Defendant jade Gibson Construction Ca 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

A copy of the foregoing was served upon the following by regular U.S. maiV and or 

electronic mail this !t:_ day of April2014:. 

James E. Rook 
David A Beals 
Assistant Attorneys General 
O:mrt of daims Defense 
150 East Gay Street, 18th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 
A ti:Ome)5 for Ph.intiffi 

Joseph A Gerling 
Lane, Alton & Horst 
Two Miranova Place 
Suite 500 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-7032 
Counsel for Defendant jack Gibson Construction Ql 

McMillan Construction Limited 
Aka McMillan Construction Co. 
cl o David 0. McMillan 
26457 State Route 58 
Wellington, Ohio 44090 
Co-defendant 

:Hartford Fire Insurance Company 
10507 Timberwood Circle, Suite 208 
Louisville, KY 40223 
c/o agent: Schiff, Kreidler-Sheil, Inc. 
1 West Fourth Street, Suite 1300 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
Co-defendant 

Merchants Bonding Company 
2100 Fleur Drive 
Des Moines, Iowa 50321 
cl o Agent: Dawson Insurance, Inc. 
1340 Depot Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44116 
Co-defendant 
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l&mtvg~r 
Via Facsimile & Regular Mail 
Oerk of Courts 
Ashtabula Coun of Common Pleas 
25 West Jefferson Street 
Jefterson, Ohio 4404/ 

April9, 2014 

Brian C. Lee, Esq. 
blee@reminger.com 

Direct Dial: 216-430-2287 
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Re: Grand Valley Local Sdxxls, et aL v The Buehrer Group, et aL 
Ashtabula Coun of Common Pleas Case No. 2014 CV 00161 

DearOerk: 

Enclosed please find the Stipulated Motion for Extension of Time to File Answer to 
Complaint with regard to the referenced matter. 

Please file the original and return a time-stamped copy in the enclosed postage pre-paid 
envelope. 

Your assistance is greatly appreciated. Should you have questions please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Kindest regards. 

BO../md 
Enclosure 

cc: James E. Rook 
Joseph A Gerling 

Very truly yours, 

RENHNGER CO., L.P.A. 

Brian C. Lee 

Brian C. Lee 

REM INGER CO., LPA 

140~ o\-lidla~? .. ~~ildi~~ :.:.~~-~rt?sp~:=t~':'~~~-=-~est • Cleveland, OH 44115-1093 • 216.687.1311 ·fax: 216.687.1841 • www.reminger.corn 
CLEVELAND i COLUMBUS I CINCINNATI I AKROt--J I SANDUSKY' TOI.F.DO I YOUNGSTOWN! FT. MITCHELl. I LEXINCTON I LOlJISVIU:E--···· 



IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO 

Grand Valley Local School 
District Board of Education, et al., 

Plaintiffs, 

-vs-

Buehrer Group 
Architecture & Engineering, Inc., et 
al., 

Defendants. 

. . 

Case No. 2014CV0161 

Judge Gary L. Yost 
..... 
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STIPULATION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME FOR DEFENDANf'JACK 
GIBSON CONSTRUCTION COMPANY TO MOVE OR PLEAD TO 

PLAINTIFFS' COMPLAINT 

Pursuant to Ashtabula Local Rule 4(A), Plaintiffs have agreed to grant Defendant 

Jack Gibson Construction Company a thirty (30) day extension of time, from the current 

answer date, to move or plead to the Complaint filed in this case. 

By JAG. per email authonty 4f4b 4 

David A. Beals ( 0038495) 
Jerry K. Kasai (0067795) 
Assistant Attorneys General 
Court of Claims Defense 
150 East Gay Street, 18th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
P: (614) 466-7447 
F: (614) 644-9185 
E: david.beals@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 

jerry.kasai@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 
Counselfor Plainqffs Grand Valley 
Local School District Board of 
Education Ohio School Facilities 
Commission and State of Ohio 
Through the Ohio School Facilities 
Commission 

Joseph A. Gerling (0022054) 
Scott A. Fenton (oo68097) 
LANE ALTON & HORST, LLC 
Two Miranova Place, Suite 500 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
P: 614.228.6885 
F: 614.228.0146 
E: jgerling@lanealton.com 

sfenton@lanealton.com 
Counselfor Defendant Jack Gibson 
Construction Company 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certify that a true copy of the foregoing Stipulation 
was served via regular U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, on this 4th day of April 2014, to the 
following: 

David A. Beals 
Jerry K. Kasai 
Court of Claims Defense 
150 East Gay Street, 18th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Counselfor Plaintiffs 
Buehrer Group Architecture & Engineering 
cf o Fan Zhang, Statutory Agent 
7445 Airport Highway 
Holland, Ohio 43528 

McMillan Construction Limited 
aka McMillan Construction Company 
cfo David 0. McMillan 
26457 State Route 58 
Wellington, Ohio 44090 

2 

Hartford Fire Insurance Company 
cf o Schiff, Kreidler-Sheil, Inc. 
1 West Fourth Street, Suite 1300 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

Merchants Bonding Company 
Dawson Insurance, Inc. 
1340 Depot Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44116 



Lane 
Alton 
Horst 
Attorneys at Law 

LLC 

TWO MIRANOVA PLACE 
SUITEsoo 
COLUMBUS, OH 43215 

TELE: 614-228-6885 
FAX: 614-228-0146 
www.lanealton,com 

Direct Dial: 614-233-4754 

Email: jgerling@lanealton.com 

CLERK OF COURTS 
ASHTABULA COUNTY 

COLLIS GUNDY LANE (1904-1987) 
THEODORE L HORST (1908-2000) 
JACK R. ALTON (1925-2011) 

MARY BARLEY-McBRIDE 
DONALD P. BECK 
JAMES H. BOWNAS 
SCOTT A. FENTON 
JENIFER A. FRENCH 
CURTIS F. GANTZ 

Apri14, 2014 

JOSEPH A. GERLING 
CHAD K. HEMMINGER 
EDWARD G. HUBBARD 
JEFFREYW. HUTSON 
THOMAS J. KEENER 
MICHAEL J. KELLEY 
RICK E. MARSH 
TIMOTHY J. OWENS 
CHRIS 0. PAPARODIS 
RICHARD A. PECK 

CHRISTOPHER R. PETTIT 
GREGORY D. RANKIN 
CLAUDIA L SPRIGGS 
THOMAS E. SWITZER 
MONICAL WALLER 
TODD A. WEBER 
STEPHEN B. YURIK 

COUNSEL TO THE FIRM 
SAMIR B. DAHMAN 
JAMES W. LEWIS 

25 West Jefferson Street 
0 

~ 
Jefferson, Ohio 44047 C-;~p E= · 

.•. :3:: PI ,-j > 

Re: 

Dear Clerk: 

·: C1 ;:;::; .1> -o 
Grand Valley Local School District Board of Educdtfpfl·,?et a'f 
v. Buehrer Group Architecture & Engineering, Inc:; :eca] .i:: 

,_,--..!.,.)..,. .... 

Case No. 2014CV0161 d~g;i )> 
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Please file the enclosed Stipulationfor Extension of Time for Jack 
Gibson Construction Company to Move or Plead to Plaintiffs' Complaint. 
with the court and return a time-stamped copy in the envelope provided. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

JAG/msg 
Enclosure 

cc: All Counsel/Parties 

Very truly yours, 

LANEALTON &HORST, LLC 

/s/ Josepfi}l. (}erfing 

Joseph A. Gerling 
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IN THE ASHTABULA COUNTY COMMON PLEAS COURT 

Grand Valley Local School 
District Board of Education, et at'., 

Plaintiffs, 

vs. 

Buehrer Group Architecture & 
Engineering, Inc., et al., 

Defendants. 

FILED 
,: ZRIU APR IS A o.: .~'l 

T/-\l~:l P~STEK 
rj Cf.?V r·;~· r~oi_JRTS 
"':''"·-;-;.··~· ·-~ ... · .. ·~, (·,-;!\:"""11" co:·\t· . __ , ·. ·· ·.' --~·;:\Case No: 2014 CV 0161 
r. ('' . :,_: 

1 
· ·, ·, Judge Gary L. Yost 

EXTENSION OF TIME 
FOR DEFENDANT, HARTFORD FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 

TO MOVE OR PLEAD TO PLAINTIFFS' COMPLAINT 

Pursuant to Local rule 4(A), Plaintiffs have agreed to grant Defendant, Hartford Fire 

Insurance Company, a thirty (30) day extension oftime, from the current answer date, to move 

or plead to the Complaint filed here in this case. 

J)~ J A. ~J, o~ i . ~ 
B JAG er email authon 4/4/14 "~ ~..ij)~ 1"1 

Da~id A. Beals (0038495) Jd"~fJ (il~ '1-SJ-1'-1 
Assistant Attorney General 
Court of Claims Defense 
150 East Gay Street, 18111 Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Telephone: (614) 466-7447 
Facsimile: (614) 644-9185 
david. beals@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 

Counsel for Plaintiffs Grand Valley Local 
School District Board of Education Ohio 
School Facilities Commission and State 
Of Ohio Through the Ohio School Facilities 

, .. ,_ 

B · L. Buzby 00 3 24) 
ORTER, WRIGHT, MORRIS & ARTHUR LLP 

41 South High Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Telephone: (614) 227-1995 
Facsimile: (614) 227-2100 
bbuzby@porterwright.com 

Attorneys for Defendant, 
Hartford Fire Insurance Company 

~3 2 ( : (' ·I ' ·, ;t n 
G U.!. ..:_; ·.t U 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and accurate copy of the foregoing 

Stipulation for Extension of Time was served by regular U.S. mail, postage prepaid, on this 

y-tB-day of April, 2014, on the following persons: 

COLUMBUS/1715950v.1 

Joseph A. Gerling, Esq. 
Lane Alton & Horst, LLC 
Two Miranova Place- St. 500 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Attorneys for Defendant, 
Jack Gibson Construction Company 

Buehrer Group Architecture & Engineering, Inc. 
c/o Fan Zhang, Statutory Agent 
7445 Airport Highway 
Holland, Ohio 43528 

McMillan Construction Limited 
Aka McMillan Construction Company 
c/o David 0. McMillan 
26457 State Route 58 
Wellington, Ohio 44090 

Merchants Bonding Company 
2100 Fleur Drive 
Des Moines, Iowa 50321 
c/o Agent: Dawson Insurance, Inc. 
1340 Depot Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44116 

nn1·-:.t11 
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Brian L. Buzby 
bbuzby@porterwright.com 

Porter Wright 
Morris & Arthur LLP 

41 South High Street 
Suites 2800-3200 

Columbus, Ohio 43215-6194 

Direct: 614-227-1995 
Fax: 614-227-2100 

Toll free: 800-533-2794 

www.porterwright.com 

}JOiter wright 
CINCINNATI 

CLEVELAND 

COLUMBUS 

DAYTON 

NAPLES 

WASHINGTON. DC 

April4, 2014 

VIA EXPRESS U.S. MAIL 

Clerk of Courts 
Ashtabula County Common Pleas Court 
25 West Jefferson Street 
Jefferson, Ohio 44047 

FILED 
i ZU14 APR -1 1 p 4: 58 1 

TM11 PENTEK 
CLERK OF COURTS 

COMMON PLEAS COURT 
ASHTABULA CO.OH 

RE: Grand Valley Local School District v. Buehrer Architectural 
Group 
Case No: 2014 CV 0161 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed please find the original and two copies of an agreed 
Extension of Time to Move or Plead for Defendant, Hartford Fire 
Insurance Company. Would you please file the original in this action 
and return at least one file-stamped copy back to my office. For your 
convenience, a stamped envelope back to my office is also enclosed. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Enclosures 

cc: Joseph A. Gerling, Esq. 
Buehrer Group Architecture & Engineering, Inc. 
McMillan Construction Limited 
Merchants Bonding company 
David A. Beals, Esq. 
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IN 'IHE COURT OF COMMONPLE~ 
ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO 

OVIL DIVISION 

GRANDVALLEYLOCALSOiOOL ) CASEN0.2014CV00161 
DISTRICf BOARD OF ) d ~ .. 
EDUC'ATION,ettd ) JUDGE GARYYOST ~ ~ 

-- u ;,: --- -- ~IAAiiff!,_ -- - ~ -QWERGRANiiNGMQTIOi~ Y'~ (' ~--
) EXI'ENSlON QF TIME FQR ·C :.·_;~~~;f.-A "7 

BUEHRER GROUP 
ARCHITECTURE & 
ENGINEERING, INC, et aL 

Defendants. 

) DEFENDANTS TO FILE THEIR --.;_'/b::f- 9. 
) ANSWER tO PLAINTIFFS :>; ':C{'~" ~ 
) COMPLAIN( q;1J__.. 
) 
) 

Upon consideration of the motion of Defendant for an extension of time to file a response 

to Plaintiffs Complaint, this Court finds the same ls well-taken and hereby GRANTED. Defendant 

RPR-09-2014 12:37PM From: 216 687 1841 

The Clerk :s d~r•2cted to serve 
copies of !:his Judgment and its 
d~te of entry, Ui~On all parties or 
tn£:~n~ c.::unst::~ DT record 

DATE 

ID:CLERK OF COURTS 



IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO 

GRAND VALLEY LOCAL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 

STATE OF OHIO 

Plaintiff, 
-vs-

BUEHRER GROUP ARCHITECTURE 
AND ENGINEERING, AND 

JACK GIBSON CONSTRUCTION, AND 

MCMILLAN CONSTRUCTION 
LIMITED DBA MCMILLAN 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, AND 

HARTFORD INSURANCE COMPANY 
AND 

MERCHANTS BONDING COMPANY 

Defendant. 

CASE NO.: 2014CV00161 

JUDGE GARY L. YOST 

NOTICE OF APPEARANCE 
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David J. Riley hereby gives notice that he will be appearing on behalf of the Grand 

Valley Local School District. My address is as follows: 

David J. Riley 
The Riley Law Firm, LLC 
24502 Cornerstone 
Westlake, OH 44145 
Phone: 4408011960 
Email: ri!evla\v({[)roadnmner.com 
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D __:_j) 1 ,. 
DAVID J. RJLEYfrJ06rs;;;=1 
Attorney for Grand Valley Local School 
District 
24502 Cornerstone 
Westlake, Ohio 44145 
(440) 801-1960 
(440) 567-8741 cell 
Rileylaw@roadrunner.com 
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The Riley Law Firm 
24502 Cornerstone 

Westlake, OH 44145 
Phone: ( 440) 801-1960 

riley: law@roadrunner. com 
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April28,2014 

Ms. Tami Pentek, Clerk of Courts 
Ashtabula County Common Pleas Court - Civil Division 
25 West Jefferson Street 
Ashtabula, OH 44047-1092 
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Re: Grand Valley Local School District Board ofEducation, Ohio School Facilities 
Commission and State of Ohio v. Buehrer GroupArchitecture & Engineering, Inc. 
et al. 

Dear Ms. Pentek: 

Enclosed please find two originals of the Notice of Appearance to be filed in the 
captioned cas~. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

oJf~ 
I 

David J. Riley 

cc: David Beals, Ohio Attorney General's office 

r 
m 
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Brian L. Buzby 
bbuzby@porterwright.com 

Porter Wright 
Morris & Arthur LLP 

41 South High Street 
Suites 2800-3200 

Columbus, Ohio 43215-6194 

Direct: 614-227-1995 
Fax: 614-227-2100 

Toll free: 800-533-2794 

www.porterwright.com 

porter wright 
CINCINNATI 

CLEVELAND 

COLUMBUS 

DAYTON 

NAPLES 

WASHINGTON, DC 

rO 

May 2, 2014 

VIA EXPRESS OVERNIGHT DELIVERY 

Clerk of Courts 
Ashtabula County Common Pleas Court 
25 West Jefferson Street 
Jefferson, Ohio 44047 

f-iLED 
ZO 14 MAy - 5 I p 3: 5 8 

T/~MI PENTEK 
CLERK OF COURTS 

COMMON PLEAS COURT 
ASHTABUL.II. CO. OH . 

RE: Grand Valley Local School District v. Buehrer Architectural 
Group 
Case No: 2014 CV 0161 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed please find the original and three copies of the Answer 
of Defendant, Hartford Fiore Insurance Company. Would you please 
file the original in this action and return at least one file-stamped copy 
back to my office. For your convenience, a stamped envelope back to 
my office is also enclosed. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

Enclosures 

cc: David A. Beals, Esq. 
Jerry K. Kasai, Esq. 
Joseph A. Gerling, Esq. 
Scott A Fenton, Esq. 
Stephen P. Withee, Esq. 
Brian C. Lee, Esq. 
McMillan Construction Limited 



i /0 
I 
\ 

IN THE ASHTABULA COUNTY COMMON PLEAS COURT 

Grand Valley Local School 
District Board of Education, et al., 

Plaintiffs, 

vs. 

Buehrer Group Architecture & 
Engineering, Inc., et al., 

Defendants. 

Case No: 2014 CV 0161 
Judge Gary L. Yost 

ANSWER OF DEFENDANT, 
HARTFORD FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 

First Defense to All Claims 

ZO I~ KAY - 5 P 3: 5.8 

TAt·1\ PaHEK 
CLERK OF COURTS 

COMMON PLEAS COURT 
ASHTABULA CO.OH 

I. Defendant, Hartford Fire Insurance Company ("Hartford"), is without knowledge 

or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations contained in paragraphs 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 ofthe Complaint and therefore, denies same. 

2. Hartford admits the Defendant, Jack Gibson Construction Company ("JGCC"), is 

an Ohio corporation, licensed to and doing business in the State of Ohio, with its principal office 

in Warren, Ohio, and that JGCC was the general trades contractor on the Project. Hartford is 

without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the remaining 

allegations contained in paragraph 11 of the Complaint and, therefore, denies same. 

3. Hartford admits that JGCC entered into the contract attached as Exhibit B to the 

Complaint. Hartford is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

truth ofthe remaining allegations contained in paragraph'12 ofthe Complaint and, therefore, 

denies same. 



4. Hartford is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

truth of the allegations contained in paragraphs 13 and 14 of the Complaint and therefore, denies 

same. 

5. Hartford admits the allegations contained in paragraph 15 of the Complaint. 

6. Hartford is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

truth of the allegations contained in paragraphs 16, 17, and 18 of the Complaint and therefore, 

denies same. 

7. Hartford denies the allegations contained in paragraph 19 of the Complaint to the 

extent they are directed at or refer to Hartford or JGCC. Hartford is without knowledge or 

information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the remaining allegations contained in 

paragraph 19 of the Complaint and therefore, denies same. 

8. Hartford admits that the bond it issued on this Project is in writing and speaks for 

itself as to Hartford's obligations and duties. Hartford is without knowledge or information 

sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the remaining allegations contained in paragraph 20 

of the Complaint and, therefore, denies same. 

9. Hartford is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

truth of the allegations contained in paragraphs 21 and 22 of the Complaint and therefore, denies 

same. 

10. In response to paragraph 23 ofthe Complaint, Hartford hereby incorporates by 

reference its admissions and denials set forth in paragraphs 1 through 9 above as if fully 

rewritten herein. 

11. Hartford is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

truth of the allegations contained in paragraph 24 of the Complaint and therefore, denies same. 

2 



12. Hartford denies the allegations contained in paragraphs 25 and 26 of the 

Complaint. 

13. In response to paragraph 27 of the Complaint, Hartford hereby incorporates by 

reference its admissions and denials set forth in paragraphs 1 through 12 above as if fully 

rewritten herein. 

14. Hartford is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

truth of the allegations contained in paragraphs 28, 29, and 30 of the Complaint and therefore, 

denies same. 

15. In response to paragraph 31 of the Complaint, Hartford hereby incorporates by 

reference its admissions and denials set forth in paragraphs 1 through 14 above as if fully 

rewritten herein. 

16. Hartford is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

truth of the allegations contained in paragraphs 32, 33, and 34 of the Complaint and therefore, 

denies same. 

17. Hartford denies the allegations contained in paragraphs 35 and 36 of the 

Complaint. 

18. In response to paragraph 37ofthe Complaint, Hartford hereby incorporates by 

reference its admissions and denials set forth in paragraphs 1 through_l7 above as if fully 

rewritten herein. 

19. Hartford is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

truth ofthe allegations contained in paragraphs 38, 39, 40, 41, and 42 ofthe Complaint and 

therefore, denies same. 

3 



20. In response to paragraph 43 of the Complaint, Hartford hereby incorporates by 

reference its admissions and denials set forth in paragraphs 1 through 19 above as if fully 

rewritten herein. 

21. Hartford admits that the bond it issued on this Project is in writing and speaks for 

itself as to Hartford's obligations and duties. Hartford is without knowledge or information 

sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the remaining allegations contained in paragraph 44 

of the Complaint and, therefore, denies same. 

22. Hartford denies the allegations contained in paragraphs 45 and 46 of the 

Complaint. 

23. In response to paragraph 47 of the Complaint, Hartford hereby incorporates by 

reference its admissions and denials set forth in paragraphs 1 through 22 above as if fully 

rewritten herein. 

24. Hartford is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

truth of the allegations contained in paragraphs 48, 49, and 50 of the Complaint and therefore, 

denies same. 

25. In response to paragraph 51 of the Complaint, Hartford hereby incorporates by 

reference its admissions and denials set forth in paragraphs 1 through 24 above as if fully 

rewritten herein. 

26. Hartford is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

truth of the allegations contained in paragraphs 52, 53, 54 ofthe Complaint and therefore, denies 

same. 

4 



27. In response to paragraph 55 of the Complaint, Hartford hereby incorporates by 

reference its admissions and denials set forth in paragraphs 1 through 26 above as if fully 

rewritten herein. 

28. Hartford is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

truth of the allegations contained in paragraphs 56 and 57 of the Complaint and therefore, denies 

same. 

29. In response to paragraph 58 of the Complaint, Hartford hereby incorporates by 

reference its admissions and denials set forth in paragraphs 1 through 28 above as if fully 

rewritten herein. 

30. Hartford is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

truth of the allegations contained in paragraphs 59 and 60 of the Complaint and therefore, denies 

same. 

31. In response to paragraph 61 of the Complaint, Hartford hereby incorporates by 

reference its admissions and denials set forth in paragraphs 1 through 30 above as if fully 

rewritten herein. 

32. Hartford is without knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the 

truth of the allegations contained in paragraphs 62 and 63 of the Complaint and therefore, denies 

same. 

Second Defense to All Claims 

33. The allegations contained in the Complaint and in each claim fail to state a claim 

against Hartford upon which any relief can be granted. 

5. 



Third Defense to All Claims 

34. Plaintiffs have failed to abide by and follow certain conditions precedent to 

making any claim against Hartford on its bond issued on this Project. 

Fourth Defense to All Claims 

35. Plaintiffs have waived and or estopped to make any claim against Hartford. 

Fifth Defense to All Claims 

36. Plaintiffs' claims are barred in whole or part by an accord and satisfaction. 

Sixth Defense to All Claims 

37. Plaintiffs' claims are or may be barred in whole or part by laches and the statute 

of limitations. 

Seventh Defense to All Claims 

38. Plaintiffs' claims are or may be barred by their failure to mitigate any damages 

suffered by Plaintiffs. 

Eighth Defense to All Claims 

39. Plaintiffs' claims and damages, if any, were incurred as a result oftheir own 

conduct or the conduct of others over whom Hartford has no control or responsibility. 

Ninth Defense to All Claims 

40. Hartford hereby incorporates by reference and asserts on its own behalf any 

defenses asserted in this matter by its bond principal, Jack Gibson Construction Company. 

Tenth Defense to All Claims 

41 . Hartford reserves the right to assert further defenses discovered in this matter 

through ongoing discovery. 
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ian L. Buzby 2 124) 
PORTER, WRIGHT, MORRIS & ARTHUR LLP 

41 South High Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Telephone: (614) 227-1995 
Facsimile: (614) 227-2100 
bbuzby@porterwright.com 

Attorneys for Defendant, 
Hartford Fire Insurance Company 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and accurate copy of the foregoing Answer of 

Defendant, Hartford Fire Insurance Company, was served by regular U.S. mail, postage prepaid, 

on this zJ day of May, 2014, on the following persons: 

David A. Beals, Esq. 
Jerry K. Kasai, Esq. 
Assistant Attorneys General 
Court of Claims Defense 
150 East Gay Street- 18th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs, 
Grand Valley Local School District, 
Ohio School Facilities Commission, and 
State of Ohio 

Joseph A. Gerling, Esq. 
Scott A. Fenton, Esq. 
Lane Alton & Horst, LLC 
Two Miranova Place- St. 500 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Attorneys for Defendant, 
Jack Gibson Construction Company 
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Stephen P. Withee, Esq. 
Frost Brown Todd, LLC 
One Columbus- St. 2300 
1 0 West Broad Str~et 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3484 
Attorneys for Defendant, 
Merchants Bonding Company 

Brian C. Lee, Esq. 
Reminger Co. LP A 
1400 Midland Building 
1 0 1 Prospect Ave. West 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115-1093 
Attorneys for Defendant, 
Buehrer Group Architecture & Engineering, Inc. 

McMillan Construction Limited 
Aka McMillan Construction Company 
c/o David 0. McMillan 
26457 State Route 58 
Wellington, Ohio 44090 
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MIKE D'EWINE 
=*OHIO ATTORNEY GENERAL*= 

May 2, 2014 

Tami Pentek, Clerk of Courts 
Ashtabula County Common Pleas Court 
25 West Jefferson Street 
Jefferson, Ohio 44047 

/0 
\.' 

Court of Claims Defense Section 
Office 614-466-7447 
Fax 614-644-9185 

150 :East0A.y. Str.eet, F1oor 18 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
www.OhioAttomeyG~ral.gov 
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Re: Grand Valley Local School District Board of Education, et al. v Buehrer Group 
Architecture & Engineering, Inc., et al. 
Case No. 2014 CV 0161 

Dear Clerk Pentek: 

Enclosed is the original plus five (5) copies of Notice of Service of Responses to 
Defendant Merchants Bonding Company's First Set of ·Interrogatories and Request for 
Production of Documents to Plaintiffs Grand Valley Local School district Board of Education, 
Ohio School Facilities Commission, and the State of Ohio, for filing relative to the above
captioned case. 

Please return time-stamped copies to the undersigned in the envelope provided. 

DAB/PDB 
Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

MIKEDEWINE 
Ohio Attorney General 

Va<Mt A. t?eat4-
DAVID A. BEALS 
Assistant Attorney General 
(614) 466-7447/Fax: 644-9185 

cc: Stephen P. Withee and Ashley L. Oliker- with enclosures 
Joseph Gerling and Scott Fenton -with enclosures 
Brian Buzby- with enclosures 
Brian C. Lee- with enclosures 
McMillan Construction Ltd. a!k/a McMillan Construction Co.- with enclosures 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON ·PLEAS 
ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO F'ILED 

GRAND VALLEY LOCAL SCHOOL 
DIST. OF EDUCATION, ET AL. 

Plaintiff 

v. 

BUEHRER GROUP ARCHITECTURE 
& ENGINEERING, INC. ET AL. 

Defendants. 

ZO I~ MAY - 5 , P Lp I 5 r 

TAt"\1 PUiTEK 
CLERK OF COURTS 

Case No. 2014CV0161 COMMON PLEAS COURT 
ASHTABULA CO. OH 

Judge GARY L. YOST·· 
·. 

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF RESPONSES TO DEFENDANT MERCHANTS BONDING 
COMPANY'S FIRST SET OF INTERROGATORIES AND REQUEST FOR 

PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS TO PLAINTIFFS GRAND VALLEY LOCAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION, OHIO SCHOOL FACILITIES 

COMMISSION, AND THE STATE OF OHIO 

This is to certify that Responses to Defendant Merchants Bonding Company's First Set of 

Interrogatories and Request for Production of Documents to Plaintiffs Grand Valley Local School 

District Board of Education, Ohio School Facilities Commission, and the State of Ohio, were sent 

by FIRST CLASS MAIL to all counsel of record on this 2"d day of May, 2014. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MICHAEL DEWINE 
Ohio Attorney General 

~ru-'MDa tfhuiA· 
DAVID A. BEALS 
JERRY K. KASAl 

(0038495) . 
(0019905) 

Assistant Attorneys General 
Court of Claims Defense Section 
150 East Gay Street, 18th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Telephone: (614) 466-7447 
Facsimile: (614) 644-9185 
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David.Beals@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 
Jerry.kasai@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 
Counsel for Plaintiff, Grand Valley LocalS chool 
District Board of Education, eta!. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing was sent by electronic mail and regular U.S. 

Mail, postage prepaid, this 2nd day of May, 2014, to the following Counsel: 

Stephen P. Withee 
Ashley L. Oliker 
Frost Brown Todd LLC 
10 W. Broad Street, Ste 2300 
Columbus, OH 43215 
swithee@fbtla\v.com 
aoliker@fbtlaw.com 
Counsel for Merchants Bonding Compa'?Y 

Brian L. Buzby 
Porter Wright Morris & Arthur LLP 
41 S. High Street 
Columbus, OH 43215 
bbuzby@porterwright.com 

Counsel for Hartford Fire Insurance Co. 

McMillan Construction Limited 
c/o David 0. McMillan 
26457 State Route 58 
Wellington, OH 44090 

Defendant McMillan Construction Ltd aka 
McMillan Construction Compa'?Y 

Joseph A. Gerling 
Scott A. Fenton 
Lane Alton & Horst LLC 
Two Miranova Place, Ste 500 
Columbus, OH 43215 
jgerling@lanealton.com 
sfenton@lanealton.com 
Counsel for Jack Gibson Construction Co. 

Brian C. Lee, Esq. 
Reminger Co. LP A 
101 W. Prospect Ave, Ste 1400 
Cleveland, OH 44115 
blee@reminger.com 

Counsel for Buehrer Group Architectures & Engineering, Inc. 

DAVID A. BEALS (0038495) 
COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFFS 
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MIKE DEWINE 
=*OHIO ATTORNEY GENERAL*= 

May 1, 2014 

Tami Pentek, Clerk of Courts 
Ashtabula County Common Pleas Court 
25 West Jefferson Street 
Jefferson, Ohio 44047 

rO 
'\. 

Court of Claims Defense Section 
Office 614-466-7447 
Fax 614-644-9185 

. ~--r:R &-"""'~· 

150 East C':ray Street, F1oor 1,g. g L t: U 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 ! 
www.OhioAttomeyGeneral.gov 

ZUI~ MAY -5 I p lp I 0 

TA!-\1 Pf..NTEK 
CLERK OF COURTS 

COMMON PLEAS CQURl 
ASHTABULA CO.OH 

Re: Grand Valley Local School District Board of Education, et al. v Buehrer Group 
Architecture & Engineering, Inc., et al. 
Case No. 2014 CV 0161 

Dear Clerk Pentek: 

Enclosed is the original plus five (5) copies ofNotice of Service ofPlaintiffs First Set of 
Interrogatories and Request for Production of Documents to Defendant Merchants Bonding 
Company, for filing relative to the above-captioned case. 

Please return time-stamped copies to the undersigned in the envelope provided. 

DAB/pdb 
Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

MIKEDEWINE 
Ohio Attorney General 

VewUA, ~ 
DAVID A. BEALS 
Assistant Attorney General 
(614) 466-7447/Fax: 644-9185 

cc: Stephen P. Withee and Ashley L. Oliker- with enclosures 
Joseph Gerling and Scott Fenton -with enclosures 
Brian Buzby- with enclosures 
Brian C. Lee- with enclosures 
McMillan Construction Ltd. a/k/a McMillan Construction Co.- with enclosures 



IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
ASHTABULA COUNTY, OHIO 

FiLED 

GRAND VALLEY LOCAL SCHOOL 
DIST. OF EDUCATION, ET AL. 

Plaintiff 

v. 

BUEHRER GROUP ARCHITECTURE 
& ENGINEERING, INC. ET AL. 

Defendants. 

ZGI~ HAY -5 i P tp I 0, 

TAHI PEHTEK 
CLERK OF COURTS· 

COHHON PLEAS COURT 
Case No. 2014CV0161 -ASHTABULA CO; 0~ 

Judge GARYL. YOST 

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PLAINTIFF'S FIRST SET OF INTERROGATORIES AND 
REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS TO DEFENDANT 

MERCHANTS BONDING COMPANY 

This is to certify that Plaintiffs' First Set of Interrogatories and Request for. Production of 

Documents to Defendant Merchants Bonding Company, were sent by FIRST CLASS MAIL to all 

counsel of record on this 1 sr day of May, 2014. 

Respectfully subm,itted, 

MICHAEL DEWINE 
Ohio Attorney General 

j)~~~ 
DAVID A. BEALS 
JERRY K KASAl 

(0038495) . 
(0019905) 

Assistant Attorneys General 
Court of Claims Defense Section 
150 East Gay Street, 18rh Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Telephone: (614) 466-7447 
Facsimile: (614) 644-9185 · 

Da·Fid.Beals@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 
J en=y.kasai@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 
Counsel for Plaintiff, Grand Vallry Local School 
District Board if Educatio11, et aL 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing was sent by electronic mail and regular U.S. 

Mail, postage prepaid, this 1st day of May, 2014, to the following. Counsel: 

Stephen P. Withee 
Ashley L. Oliker 
Frost Brown Todd LLC 
10 W. Broad Street, Ste 2300 
Columbus, OH 43215 
swithee@fbtlaw.com 
aoliker@fbtlaw .com 
Counsel for Merchants Bonding Compa1!J 

Brian L. Buzby 
Porter Wright Morris & Arthur LLP 
41 S. High Street 
Columbus, OH 43215 
bbuzby@porterwright.com 

Counsel for Hartford Fire Insurance Co. 

McMillan Construction Limited 
c/o David 0. McMillan 
26457 State Route 58 

·Wellington, OH 44090 

D~fendant McMzllan Constmdion Ltd aka 
McMzilan Constmction Company 

] oseph A. Gerling 
Scott A. Fenton 
Lane Alton & Horst LLC 
Two Miranova Place, Ste 500 
Columbus, OH 43215 
jgerling@lanealton.com 
sfenton@lanealtoh.com 
Counsel for Jack Gibson Constmction Co. 

Brian C. Lee, Esq: 
Reminger Co. LP A 
101 W. Prospect Ave, Ste 1400 
Cleveland, 0 H 44115 
blee@reminger.com 

Counsel for Buehrer Group Architectures & Engineering, Inc. 

DAVID A. BEALS (0038495) 
COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFFS 


