
IN THE COURT OF CLAIMS OF OHIO 

JAMES WEBB 
3378 Mann Rd. 
Blacklick, Ohio 43004, 

Plaintiff, 

-v-

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 
WEXNER MEDICAL CENTER 

c/o Michael DeWine, Attorney General 
30 E. Broad St., 14th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

and 

STATE OF OHIO 
c/o Michael De Wine, Attorney General 
30 E. Broad St., 14th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Defendants. 

COMPLAINT 

RECITALS 

Judge 

-.. 

1. This Court has exclusive jurisdiction of the claims filed herein pursuant to Ohio 

Revised Code Chapter 2743 as Defendant Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center 

is a state entity. 

2. At all times relevant, Plaintiff James Webb was a resident of the City of 

Blacklick, County of Franklin, State of Ohio. 

3. At all times relevant herein, Defendant Ohio State University Wexner Medical 

Center and/or Defendant the State of Ohio owned real and/or personal property located at 

or near Rhodes Hall and Doan Hall, University Hospital, 410 W. lOth Ave., Columbus, 
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Ohio·, and which was operated as a hospital at said location. 

4. At all times relevant herein, Plaintiff James Webb was an invitee upon the 

premise/business identified in paragraph 3. 

5. On August 13, 2013, Plaintiff James Webb went to the aforementioned property 

to receive medical treatment. 

6. At all times relevant herein, Defendant Ohio State University Wexner Medical 

Center and/or Defendant the State of Ohio, through its employees and/or agents, placed a 

bench immediately behind a step on said property identified in paragraph 3. 

7. On August 13, 2013, Plaintiff waited for his car near the aforesaid bench, which 

was near a valet stand. 

8. When Plaintiffs car arrived, Plaintiff moved towards his car and fell down the 

steps, suffering injuries. 

COUNT ONE 

9. Plaintiffs incorporate the averments contained in the Recitals as if fully rewritten 

herein. 

10. At all times relevant herein, Defendant Ohio State University Wexner Medical 

Center and/or Defendant the State of Ohio, through its employees and/or agents, 

negligently failed to adequately demarcate the change in level and/or change in elevation 

of the steps in question exposing its customers to risk of serious injury. 

11. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Ohio State 

University Wexner Medical Center and/or Defendant the State of Ohio, Plaintiff 

sustained multiple injuries to body and mind, including but not limited to a fractured 
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femur, a subdural hematoma, a laceration of his head, necessitating medical treatment 

from the time of the collision, to the present, and into the future. 

12. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Ohio State 

University Wexner Medical Center and/or Defendant the State of Ohio, Plaintiff incurred 

reasonable and necessary medical expenses. 

13. It is believed that some or all of these injuries suffered by Plaintiff are permanent 

in nature and that the pain and suffering of body and mind that resulted from these 

injuries is continuing and will continue into the future. 

14. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Ohio State 

University Wexner Medical Center and/or Defendant the State of Ohio, Plaintiff 

sustained lost wages and a loss in the ability to earn income. 

15. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Ohio State 

University Wexner Medical Center and/or Defendant the State of Ohio, Plaintiff 

sustained a loss of enjoyment of life. 

COUNT TWO 

16. Plaintiffs incorporate the averments contained in the Recitals and Count One as if 

fully rewritten herein. 

17. At all times relevant herein, Defendant Ohio State University Wexner Medical 

Center and/or Defendant the State of Ohio, through its employees and/or agents, 

negligently placed said bench in a required landing area exposing its customers to risk of 

serious injury. 

18. As a direct and proximate result ofthe negligence ofDefendant Ohio State 

University Wexner Medical Center and/or Defendant the State of Ohio, Plaintiff 
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sustained the injuries and damages more fully described in Count One 

COUNT THREE 

19. Plaintiff hereby incorporates the facts and allegations set forth in paragraphs one 

(1) through eighteen (18) as if fully rewritten herein. 

20. At all times relevant herein, Defendant Ohio State University Wexner Medical 

Center and/or Defendant the State of Ohio, through its employees and/or agents, 

negligently failed to warn Plaintiff about the hazardous conditions on the aforementioned 

property. 

21. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Ohio State 

University Wexner Medical Center and/or Defendant the State of Ohio, Plaintiff 

sustained the injuries and damages more fully described in Count One. 

COUNT FOUR 

22. Plaintiff hereby incorporates the facts and allegations set forth in paragraphs one 

(1) through twenty-one (21) as if fully rewritten herein 

23. At all times relevant herein, Defendant Ohio State University Wexner Medical 

Center and/or Defendant the State of Ohio, through its employees and/or agents, 

negligently failed to maintain its property in a safe condition for customers and/or 

negligently failed to exercise reasonable care to make the premises safe for Plaintiff's 

use. 

24. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Ohio State 

University Wexner Medical Center and/or Defendant the State of Ohio, Plaintiff 

sustained the injuries and damages more fully described in Count One. 
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COUNT FIVE 

25. Plaintiff hereby incorporates the facts and allegations set forth in paragraphs one 

(1) through twenty-four (24) as iffully rewritten herein 

26. At all times relevant herein, Defendant Ohio State University Wexner Medical 

Center and/or Defendant the State of Ohio, through its employees and/or agents, 

negligently designed, modified, constructed and/or maintained real property, in 

particular, the steps at said location and placement of the bench at said location and/or 

negligently failed to comply with all applicable building and safety codes. 

27. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant Ohio State 

University Wexner Medical Center and/or Defendant the State of Ohio, Plaintiff 

sustained the injuries and damages more fully described in Count One. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against the Defendant Ohio State 

University Wexner Medical Center and Defendant the State of Ohio for an amount in 

excess of Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00), plus court costs and interest to be 

assessed from the date of the subject incident. 

(0066929) 
Andrew W. Cecil (0033549) 
CECIL & GEISER, LLP 
495 South High Street, Suite 400 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
(614) 221-1166 
(614) 221-6633 (fax) 
acecil@protectingohio.com 
mice@protectingohio.com 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
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Cecil & GeiserLLP 

Ohio Court of Claims 
Attention Christine Torbett 
Clerk of Courts 
65 S. Front Street, 3rd Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

10\4tiA'f-2 PH \:23 
April30, 2014 

Re: James Webb v. The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center, et. al. 

Dear Christine: 

Enclosed please find the Complaint for filing with respect to the above-referenced matter. 

Please time-stamp all the extra copies of the enclosures and return them to my office in the pre
addressed, stamped envelope provided.~ 

It is my understanding that you have been holding our check in the amount of $25.00 to cover the 
deposit on costs. Thank you for your assistance. 

MEl/at 
Encls. 

Yours truly, 

CECIL & GEISER, LLP 

495 SOUTH HIGH STREET. SUITE 400 COLUMBUS OHIO 43215 

PHONE (614) 222-4444 (877) 706-6446 FAX (614) 221-6633 WWW.PROTECTINGOHIO.COM 

ANDREW W. CECIL't MICHAEL K. GEISERt SYDNEY S. MCLAFFERTY MATTHEW E. ICE BRIAN A. GIBBS 

HENSLEY LEGAL GROUP. PC INDIANA, Of Counsel:j: CHARLES W. KRANSTUBER. Of Counsel§ 
"Board Certified - C1v1l Trial Advocate-National Board of Trial Advocacy tMillion Dollar Advocates Forum 

rHensley Legal Group, PC, Indiana Affiliated as 'of counsel' Co-counsel on Social Security Matters" 

§"Charles W. Kranstuber Affliated as 'of counsel' Co-counsel on Workers' Compensation Matters" 


